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Google Map

Population:  24,629 
Villages:  47 
Recognized Tribes: 58



• High turnover
• Challenges recruiting 

dentists to remote 
locations

• Limited cultural 
competence



Cavity Rates: YK Delta vs Nationally
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A Need for Change: 
DHAT History at YKHC

2005
First DHAT’s 
Return from 
New 
Zealand

2009
First Alaska 
trained 
DHAT’s 
Graduate

2017
YKHC Employs
10 Certified 
DHAT’s



Typical Scope of Practice
– Prevention

• Sealants / Basic Cleanings

– Basic Restorative
• White / Silver Fillings

– Emergency Extractions
• Critical for communities 

with limited access

How DHATs Help 
Their Communities



Aniak DHAT Team

Conan Murat | 2005 Melanie Kerschner | 2014







Searching For Answers 
and Direction

• Are Dental Therapists Working For the 
patients of YKHC?

• Are there outcomes that are 
associated with DHATs?

– Statistical Significance?
– Clinical Significance?

• Would this information be helpful to 
YKHC and/or other organizations?



YKHC Dental Internal Observations

Ability to Provide Prevention Services

38

26
23

41

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

Emergency Prevenative

Levels of Service 2009 & 2015

2009 2015



Thank you!

Dane Lenaker, DMD, MPH
danel@searhc.org
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